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Today is National Vietnam War Veterans Day


March 29, 2023


Today is National Vietnam War Veterans Day—the date set aside by Congress for our nation to honor our men and women who served in the United States military during the Vietnam War.

It was on this date 50-years ago—March 29, 1973, that the last American military service member was pulled out of South Vietnam, and the last American prisoners-of-war were released. 

More than nine million Americans served in our military during that war. Of this total, 2.7 million served in Southeast Asia. 58,220 American service members were killed in action—including 397 from New Mexico. More than 300,000 American service members were injured. 

Of our six million American Vietnam War-era veterans still alive today--about 600,000 served in southeast Asia. Here in New Mexico, there are 51,370 Vietnam veterans. There are 1,500 Americans are still listed as missing in action—including 12 from New Mexico.

The Vietnam War stirred a lot of emotions here at home. According to the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), the Vietnam War occurred from November 1, 1955, to April 30, 1975. America initially served as military advisors to South Vietnam to aid that country’s defense against threats and eventual invasion by communist-backed North Vietnam. As our country’s military involvement escalated, the war evolved into one that sharply divided our country, as more and more American service members were killed or injured.
Those who served answered the call of duty when our nation’s leaders—both Democrat and Republican—continued to call for military action to preserve freedom and democracy in Southeast Asia. Our service members responded by serving with bravery, and a sense of duty to each other. There was no time to reflect on why they were there, or what the reaction was like back home. There was an enemy to confront—one that was intent on harming them. There was no choice but to fight back—or lose your life. 

Upon coming home, many returning service members were, at best, “welcomed” with indifference. At worst, many faced hostility and ridicule from an angry public. But time has allowed our nation to reflect and realize those who enlisted or were drafted into service were doing their job as members of the United States Armed Forces. Like all who wore the uniforms in the past, they deserved thanks for serving our country.

Please join me in thanking our Vietnam War veterans for their brave, courageous and honorable service for our great country, state, and their respective families. I have also attached a proclamation below from Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham honoring our Vietnam War veterans.

To our nation’s Vietnam War veterans--Welcome Home.
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The Viemam War was officially known as the Second Indochina War, in which a military
conflict 100k place in Viemam from 1959 to 1975, initially involving military forces of North Vietnam
against South Vietnamese forces; and

WHEREAS, in 1962, the United States became involved in an advisory capacity in support of South
Vietmam because American policy makers feared if the South fell to the Communist regime of North
Viemam. the door would open for Communism to spread throughout Asia; and

WHEREAS, in 1965, U.S. combat troops began arriving en masse in Vietnam, and by 1969 a peak of
approximately 543,000 were “in-country;” and

WHEREAS. on January 27, 1973, hostilities ended with the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, the release
of all American prisoners of war held by North Vietnam, and the withdrawal of all U.S. forces from South
Vieinam: two months later, on March 29, 1973, the last U.S. military forces were pulled out of South
Viemam: and

WHEREAS. more than 9 million Americans served in the military during the war; more than 58,000
Americans lost their lives, and more than 300,000 were wounded; and

WIHEREAS, more than 57,000 New Mexicans served during the Vietam War and 398 New Mexicans were
killed in action, ranking New Mexico third nationally in the per-capita casualty rate; and

WHEREAS, upon returning home, many soldiers were not welcomed as patriots who dutifully answered
the call to military service but were instead met with scorn as participants in a war unpopular with many
here at home: and

WIHEREAS, March 29, 2012 was initially proclaimed “National Vietnam War Veterans Day" nationwide
in honor of our men and women who served during the Vietnam War era, and 5 years later was introduced

as an annual observance.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Michelle Lujan Grisham, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereby
proclaim March 29, 2023, as:

“National Vietnam War Veterans Day In New Mexico”

throughout the state of New Mexico.

Alrest: Done at the Executive Office this
. 4 0 %/‘ 21 day of March 2023,
Mdggie Toulouse Oliver  Witness my hand and the Great Seal

of the State of New Mexico.
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