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WASHINGTON—The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services is reminding veterans of the upcoming end of a temporary ban enacted during the COVID-19 pandemic to halt evictions.

On Saturday, July 31, the extension of the national eviction moratorium — the temporary ban on evictions implemented during the coronavirus pandemic by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) — will end. This change will impact Americans, including veterans, across the country who live in communities without local eviction moratoriums in place.
 
VA is ready to assist veterans facing housing crises by directing them to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's Rental Assistance Finder or appropriate VA programs.

Below are details on resources and services available for veterans who are at an increased risk of eviction due to the expiration of temporary renter protections.
 
The article links to the following website, which includes details about eviction assistance, homeless prevention, and rapid rehousing resources: www.va.gov/HousingResources.   
 
If you or a veteran you know needs immediate housing assistance as the eviction moratorium expires, please call the National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 
1-877-4AID VET or (877) 424-3838. Calls are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

VA Announces New Options to Help Veterans Avoid Foreclosure
VA is also offering a new COVID-19 refund modification option to assist veterans who require a significant reduction in their monthly mortgage payments because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In some cases, veterans can receive a 20% payment reduction — in others, the reduction can be even larger.

This new option is part of the Biden-Harris administration’s expanded, government-wide effort to help homeowners retain their homes as they weather the economic challenges resulting from the ongoing pandemic.

Under the COVID-19 refund modification, VA can purchase a veteran’s past due payments and amounts of unpaid principal, depending on how much assistance is necessary, subject to certain limits. loan servicers also modify the loan. These efforts help ensure that the veteran can afford future mortgage payments.

“The COVID-19 refund modification provides veterans a lasting and affordable solution to keeping their homes and avoiding foreclosure,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “As our country recovers and rebuilds from the economic devastation brought on by the pandemic, VA and the Biden-Harris administration continue to make every effort to help veterans keep a roof over their head as they get back on their feet.”

As with VA’s COVID-19 partial claim option, a veteran’s deferred indebtedness from a COVID-19 refund modification will be established as a junior lien. The junior lien will not accrue interest; will not require monthly payments; and will only become due when the property is sold, the guaranteed loan is paid off, or the guaranteed loan is refinanced.

Veterans can get a COVID-related forbearance through Sept. 30, 2021.
To learn more about this new option visit VA's Home Loan Program or call (877)-827-3702.

The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services
The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services (DVS) provides support and services to New Mexico’s 151,000 veterans an military service, with the respect and gratitude befitting someone who has served our country. We strive every day to live up to our agency’s official motto: Serving Those Who Served. For help here in New Mexico, contact us at (505) 383-2400 or nmdvs.info@stad their families. DVS treats every veteran, regardless of their rank achieved duringte.nm.us to be put in touch with a DVS veterans service officer who can help you and your family.
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