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The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services (DVS), in its continuing effort to provide safe  
assistance during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, will continue assisting veterans and their eligible  
dependents by phone, email, or video conferencing. DVS VSO’s are available from 8am-5pm Monday 
through Friday to help with filing for or updating VA or state veterans benefits. Assistance is provided on 
a first-call/contact, first-served basis using the contact information below. 
 
Please note that veterans can contact any VSO—regardless of a veteran’s or VSO’s location. 
  
Data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) shows the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to 
spread throughout the country. DVS VSO’s will resume in-office assistance once the threat has  
diminished as determined by Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham and state health experts. 

 
Carlsbad (Dagmar Youngberg) 
(575) 988-5900 
Dagmar.youngberg@state.nm.us 
 
Clovis (Matt Barela) 
(575) 825-9602 
Matthew.barela@state.nm.us 
 
Farmington (Beverly Charley) 
(505) 327-2861 
Beverly.charley@state.nm.us 
 
Gallup (Durrell Tsosie) 
(505) 218-0348 
Durrell.Tsosie@state.nm.us 
 
Hobbs (Dalton Boyd) 
(575) 241-0714 
Dalton.boyd2@state.nm.us 

 
Alamogordo (VSO: Larry Weatherwax) 
(575) 491-3127 
larry.weatherwax@state.nm.us 
 
Albuquerque (4) 
Karen Abeyta 
(505) 429-0856 
karen.abeyta@state.nm.us 
 
Gordon Schei 
(505) 362-9061 
Gordon.schei@state.nm.us 
 
Victoria Bader 
(505) 225-5253 
Victoria.bader@state.nm.us 
 
Johnny Martinez 
(505) 274-3609 
johnW.martinez2@state.nm.us 

DVS Albuquerque VSO 
Johnny Martinez 

DVS Albuquerque VSO 
Victoria Bader 

DVS Santa Fe VSO 
Dustin Newsom 
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 Las Cruces (3)   
 Rosa Bycenski 
 (505) 216-8782 
 Rosa.bycenski@state.nm.us 
 
 Craig Chumley 
 (505) 870-1349 
 Craig.chumley@state.nm.us 
 
 George Vargas                        
 (575) 520-263   
 George.vargas@state.nm.us 
 

 
 Las Vegas, NM (2)   
 Martín Márquez 
 (505) 520-5079 
 MartinM.marquez@state.nm.us 
 
 Arturo Marlow 
 (505) 331-8838 
 Arturo.marlow@state.nm.us 
 
 Roswell                                        
 Danielle Thompson          
 (575) 416-2284                      
 danielle.thompson@state.nm.us 
 
 Santa Fe            
 Dustin Newsom                
 (505) 221-7190       
 dustin.newsom@state.nm.us 

                          

Help for Veteran-Owned Businesses 
 

 Veterans who own their own business can contact DVS ’ New Mexico Veterans Business Outreach Center     
 (VBOC) for information about emergency assistance programs for small businesses affected by the  
 COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
   Rich Coffel       Jim Cassidy (based in SE/southern NM) 
   VBOC Director      VBOC Veterans Business Advisor  
   (505) 383-2401      (575) 624-6002          
   RichardL.coffel@state.nm.us    JamesM.cassidy@state.nm.us 
     

Ft. Stanton, Gallup, and Angel Fire State Veterans Cemeteries;  
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

 
 Interments and the rendering of military funeral honors continue to be scaled back until further notice at   
 the  DVS-managed Ft. Stanton, Gallup, and Angel Fire State Veterans Cemeteries. Gatherings are limited  
 to five individuals—per a NM Dept. of Health directive limiting crowd size. Attendees are required to    
 wear masks and observe six-foot social distancing spacing. Interments will be performed by DVS staff      
 wearing personal protective equipment (PPE). Once normal operations resume, families can schedule  
 full-service interments by contacting the following DVS cemetery supervisors: 
    
          Gallup       Ft. Stanton        Angel Fire                
          Gilbert Lopez              David Flores      Randy Myklebust 
          (505) 905-9771              (505) 383-4832                               (505) 225-4341 
          gilbert.lopez@state.nm.us  david.flores@state.nm.us       randal.myklebust@state.nm.us 
 
 The memorial chapel at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire remains open to the public.   
 Masks are required, and social distancing spacing will be monitored by PPE-wearing DVS staff. However,     
 the remainder of the memorial grounds remains closed to the public.  

For VA benefits, veterans can get 
more information or self-file online    

at www.ebenefits.va.gov 

mailto:David.flores@state.nm.us
mailto:Gilbert.lopez@state.nm.us
http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/
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A Thanksgiving Message From  
DVS Secretary-Designate Smith 

With the Thanksgiving holiday break fast upon us, which in turn kicks 
off an ensuing month-long holiday season, it is important that New 
Mexico’s veterans and their families take precautions not only against 
the physical dangers of the COVID-19 pandemic, but  
also the mental and emotional effects of the virus.  
 
Below is information provided by the state of New Mexico which can 
help all New Mexicans navigate through these potential problems.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic can cause New Mexicans of any age and 

any walk of life to feel overwhelmed, scared, anxious, or make it harder to cope with mental health  
conditions they struggled with before the pandemic. The state of New Mexico offers resources to help 
yourself, your family, your loved ones, your friends, your neighbors and others. Remember, even when 
things feel overwhelming, there is hope…because there is help available. 
 
To help combat strong feelings like anxiety, staying informed is important. The NewMexico.gov website 
https://www.newmexico.gov/ provides the best and latest information on staying well because it is  
updated regularly. Please use it as a one-stop resource. 
 
As hard as you work to stay healthy, remember your emotions, thoughts, faith or spirituality, and  
relationships are just as important in staying healthy as washing your hands. Please consider reaching 
out to the mental health providers and/or faith and community leaders in your area to learn more about 
their resources and services. 
 
I Need Immediate Help 
For immediate help for you or someone you love, and for access to behavioral health resources in your 
community, please call or text from your smart phone on the NMCONNECT app (or https://
nmcrisisline.com/about-us/), or  call 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474). 
 
I Need Emotional Support 
Since the threat of COVID-19 also affects us emotionally, the state of New Mexico provides the behav-
ioral health care resource links below that can help: (please copy or paste the links from your keyboard)  
 
How to Take Care of Your Mental Health During Social Isolation 
https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Taking-Care-of-Your-Behavioral-Health-Tips-for-Social-Distancing-
Quarantine-and-Isolation-During-an-Infectious-Disease-Outbreak/PEP20-01-01-007 
 
Countering COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Stigma and Racism: Tips for Parents and Caregivers 
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-
and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/countering-covid-19-(coronavirus)-stigma-and-racism-tips-for-parents-
and-caregivers 
 
5 Easy Ways to Reduce Coronavirus Anxiety 
https://www.uchealth.org/today/coronavirus-anxiety-tips-for-reducing-worries/ 
 
How to Talk to Children About COVID-19 
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/parent-caregiver-guide-to-helping-families-cope-with-the-coronavirus-
disease-2019 
 
 

https://www.newmexico.gov/
https://www.nmcrisisline.com/about-us/
https://nmcrisisline.com/about-us/
https://nmcrisisline.com/about-us/
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/tips-social-distancing-quarantine-isolation-031620.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/countering-covid-19-(coronavirus)-stigma-and-racism-tips-for-parents-and-caregivers
https://www.naatp.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=10210&qid=1421663
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/parent-caregiver-guide-to-helping-families-cope-with-the-coronavirus-disease-2019
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/parent-caregiver-guide-to-helping-families-cope-with-the-coronavirus-disease-2019
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Help Loved Ones With Anxiety 
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2018/12/how-to-help-someone-with-anxiety/ 
 
We must stay connected with our families, friends, and communities. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is taking a toll on the physical and emotional health of our communities,  
families and ourselves. Therefore, as we continue to fight the spread of COVID-19, we must stay  
connected with our families, friends, and communities. Together, we can help one another stay  
physically, spiritually and emotionally healthy. 
 
With all of this in mind, I hope that New Mexico’s veterans and their immediate families do safely and 
responsibly celebrate Thanksgiving amid the pandemic. Yes, it may be a great inconvenience to socially
-distance ourselves from extended family and our friends this year. But I believe it is a sacrifice worth 
making. Sacrifices we make this year will go a long way towards stopping the spread of the COVID -19 
pandemic. I hope you all have a happy…and safe…Thanksgiving. 
 
Sonya L. Smith 
DVS Secretary-Designate 

                                                                                             

VA Vet Centers 

Vet Centers are community-based counseling centers operated by the VA that provide a wide range of 
social and psychological services, including professional readjustment counseling, to eligible  
veterans, active duty service members—including National Guard and Reserve components—and 
their families. There are four Vet Centers in New Mexico:  
 

Farmington 
(505) 327-9684 

https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=490 

 
Santa Fe 

(505) 988-6562 
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=491 

 

Albuquerque 
(505) 346-6562 

https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=489 
 

Las Cruces 
(575) 523-9826 

https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=5635 
 

All Vet Centers are currently open and operational, providing face to face and virtual counseling and 
outreach. Vet Centers will continue to assess the community impact of COVID-19 at a local level and 
may begin to restrict access or limit foot traffic, transitioning services to virtual care if needed.  
 
This would be assessed on a case by case basis and as a last measure. It is VA ’s goal of keeping Vet 
Centers open and operational for Veterans, active duty service members, and their families. Those 
looking to seek Vet Center services may call their nearest Vet Center or the Vet Center Call Center at 
877-WAR-VETS (927-8387). 
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DVS Secretary-Designate Smith Presents   
Budget to the Legislative Finance Committee 

DVS Secretary Sonya L. Smith testified before the New Mexico Legislature’s 
Legislative Finance Committee on November 16, seeking approval of the 
agency’s proposed $4.9 million budget for fiscal year 2022. 
 
Secretary-Designate Smith testified that the amount is needed to carry out 
the vision for the agency and its mandate of assisting the state’s  
approximately 154,000 veterans and their families. 
 
“Our veterans deserve our agency’s very best efforts—especially after  
dealing with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,” testified Secretary-
Designate Smith. “Now more than ever, we are determined to continue 
reaching out to our veterans and help them get benefits and services which 
could really make a positive impact in their lives.” 
 
To do so, she testified, will require adequate funding. Among the important 
immediate goals are: 
 
 
 

— Ensuring veterans know that DVS is still open for business, and our Veterans Service Officers 
 (VSOs) are ready to assist them with claims and benefits information. Veterans or their eligible  
 dependents can contact the agency’s VSOs from the comfort of their homes via phone or email for 
 their claims or benefits needs.  
 
— DVS will continue its advocacy by partnering with state, federal, and local agencies and  
 organizations to increase the scope of services for veterans and their families. There are many 

agencies, in addition to the VA, that offer assistance which could greatly help veterans. DVS will 
work to bring these agencies into partnerships, and make sure veterans know about these  

 important services. 
 
— DVS plans to enhance its messaging platform to improve outreach to veterans. With the COVID -19  
 pandemic spreading, the agency will schedule more virtual outreaches similar to its successful 

Veterans Day outreach--which saw veterans from throughout the state contact DVS VSO’s via the 
Zoom application to get immediate benefits help. 

 
“Veterans Day has reinforced in my mind that we need to do all we can for our veterans and their  
families—especially during this COVID-19 pandemic,” said Secretary-Designate Smith, who was  
appointed to the position in October. “Every day should be treated as Veterans Day—and I want DVS to 
reflect this moving forward.” 
 
The New Mexico Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) is a nonpartisan legislative service agency that 
focuses on the overall New Mexico state budget and other fiscal research matters. It was created in 1957 
as the budget research arm of the New Mexico Legislature. The LFC increased its responsibilities to add 
performance audits in 1991. The committee is comprised of 16 elected officials from both the New  
Mexico House and Senate—with republicans and democrats represented proportionally. The committee 
then makes its agency budget recommendations to legislators. 
 
The 2021 Legislature is scheduled to convene on January 19, at which time Secretary-Designate Smith 
also faces confirmation during the 60-day session, which is scheduled to adjourn March 20. 

Sonya L. Smith 
DVS Secretary-Designate 
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DVS Commemorates Veterans Day  
With a Virtual Benefits Outreach 

With the safety of the veteran community in mind amid the ongoing  
COVID-19 pandemic, DVS commemorated Veterans Day with a day of 
“virtual” service by hosting an online benefits outreach. 
 
All 17 DVS Veterans Service Officers (VSO’s), using either the popular 
Zoom application, phone, or email, were available to assist veterans and 
their eligible dependents with their VA or state veterans benefits needs. 
 
“Now, more than ever, DVS believes veterans need to be aware of their  
benefits,” said DVS Secretary-Designate Sonya L. Smith. “We don’t want 
the COVID-19 pandemic to prevent veterans from filing for, or updating, 

their benefits. And we thought, ‘What better way to reach out to veterans about doing this, than to safely 
do it on Veterans Day?’” 
 
Secretary-Designate Smith also videotaped a brief Veterans Day message—thanking all veterans for 
their service to our country. 
 
“So while the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services is unable to participate this year in any  
public tributes honoring veterans, I believe it is important…as the head of the state agency that serves 
New Mexico’s 154,000 veterans and their families…that I still take this moment to thank my fellow  
veterans for your service and sacrifice for our country,” she said in the video. “So while I cannot express 
my appreciation for veterans at any public gatherings on Veterans Day this year, I hope this video  
message conveys the gratitude I and the rest of my agency have for our veterans.” 
 
The entire video can be viewed on the DVS YouTube channel at the following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-6sLl-35wo 

Veterans Day Commemorated in a Handful of  
Scaled-Down “COVID-19 Safe” Events in the State 

 

There were some small Veterans Day events in New Mexico—with 
crowds limited to five people, the required wearing of safety masks, 
and social distancing observed.  
 
In Carlsbad, DVS Veterans Service Officer Dagmar Youngberg (right 
photo) participated in the dedication of a Vietnam War-era Huey  
helicopter at the city’s Veterans Memorial Park  
 
Ms. Youngberg is a member of the city’s Veterans Memorial Board, 
which was responsible for finding and then negotiating the purchase of 
the iconic helicopter from an individual in Texas. 
 
“It is an honor for me to be a part of this dedication,” she said. “This 
Huey chopper is a beautiful addition to the park, and will serve as a 
lasting tribute to all who served in the Vietnam War.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-6sLl-35wo
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Veterans Day—Albuquerque 

In Albuquerque, the American Legion Post 69 Auxilliary hosted a 
red poppy display at Bubba’s 33 restaurant to educated diners 
about the annual drive which benefits veterans.  
 
The red poppy, as a memorial flower to the war dead, can be 
traced to the poem In Flanders Fields written during the First 
World War by Canadian physician and Lt. Col. John McCrae. He 
was inspired to write it on May 3, 1915, after presiding over the 
funeral of close friend and fellow soldier Alexis Helmer, who died 
during the Second Battle of Ypres.  
 
Dr. McCrae couldn’t help but notice, amid the carnage of battle, 
the abundance of wild red poppies in the region. The red poppy is 
now a symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans to honor those who 
served and died for our country in all wars.  
 
All funds received from the sale of these symbolic poppies go  

entirely to programs which help veterans and their families. (Photo courtesy of Theresa Montoya/
American Legion Post 69 Auxilliary) 
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Albuquerque 

Many veterans in the Albuquerque metro area 
were pleasantly surprised to receive letters from 
St. Pius X High School students right before  
Veterans Day. 
 
The personalized, hand-written letters thanked  
veterans for their service and sacrifice for our 
country. (Editor’s note: DVS was unable to reach 
school officials for a comment. As with schools 
throughout the state, the St. Pius X campus is 
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
faculty is providing online learning) 
 
“I was shocked when I opened the envelope. I was 
very impressed that the student took the time to 
hand-write the note. It made my day!” said Vietnam 
War Army veteran Mike Schramski, who sent a 
copy of his letter to DVS (at left) .  
 
“The more I thought about it, the more pleased I 
was. It gives me the proverbial ‘warm feeling’ all 
over.” 

 

Corrales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 5432 commemorated Veterans Day at the Corrales Community Library, which houses the 
town’s veterans’ memorial. Post 5432 Vice Commander Lt. Col. Patrick Orell (USA-retired) (left  
photo), highlighted the brief ceremony with a reading of the history of Veterans Day, and thanking all 
men and women who have served our country as members of the United States Armed Forces. 
(Photo courtesy of Patrick Orell/VFW Post 5432 Vice Commander) 
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Española 

Senator-Elect Ben Ray Lujan (D-New Mexico) (left photo/at left), fresh from his election as New Mexico’s 
newest U.S. Senator,  joined Española Mayor Javier Sanchez to lay a wreath at the Española  
Veterans Memorial Wall.   

 
Others attending the small ceremony were: (right photo, L to R) Mayor 
Sanchez, Senator-Elect Lujan, VWF Post 5610 Commander Ralph 
Sanchez, VFW State Jr. Vice Commander Chris Archuleta, American 
Legion Post 17 Commander Dave Pineda, and Military Order of the  
Purple Heart member Ron Gallegos.  
 
 
 
 

(Photos courtesy of 
Chris Archuleta) 

 

Quemado 

 

Catron New Mexico Veterans Group (CNMVG) member and Army 
veteran Joe Wood was presented with a Quilt of Valor, donated by 
the Northern New Mexico Quilt Guild, for his long record of volunteer 
service with CNMVG and in Catron County.  
 
According to the Northern New Mexico Quilt Guild, it presents these 
“comforting and healing quilts” to active service members and  
veterans who have been touched by war, or who give back selflessly 
to their  
community.  
 
(PHOTO: Mr. Wood is presented with the quilt by CNMVG  
Commander Al Sanchez (at right) and CNMVG Vice Commander 
Ernest Maurino)(photo courtesy of Mrs. Debbie Garcia-Sanchez) 
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Rio Rancho 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The city of Rio Rancho presented a small Veterans Day ceremony which was videotaped and then  
posted on the city’s website. The Master of Ceremony was United States Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. 
Juan Garcia (right photo). Colors were posted by a two-man joint veterans service organization Color 
Guard featuring flag bearers from VFW Post 5890 (posting the American flag), and American Legion 
Post 118 (posting the New Mexico Flag)…with bagpipe player and U.S. Marine Daniel Wild of the Rio 
Rancho Fire Department providing music. (photo courtesy of Anthony P. Derieux/Commandant, Marine 
Corps League LCpl Christopher Adlesperger Detachment 1316) 

 

Taos 

The non-profit Not Forgotten Outreach, Inc., partnered with Taos radio stations KRZA and KNCE to 
host a “virtual Thank A Veteran” commemoration of Veterans Day by inviting local veterans to share 
their stories about serving in the military (above photos). Veterans were also invited to submit photos 
on the stations’ websites of themselves while in service.  
 
Not Forgotten Outreach has been busy working on the Taos Veterans Living Memorial. Construction 
has been ongoing since 2017. When finished, the memorial will be, according to the organization, “a 
relaxing place…a place where the town can honor our veterans, and are also able to walk through na-
ture.”  
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News From the VA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
For more news and  
benefits information  

from the VA, visit  
www.va.gov  

 
 
 
 

The VA has a regional  
office in Albuquerque.  
For more Information:  
www.benefits.va.gov/

albuquerque  
 
 
 
 

For information about the  
New Mexico VA  

Health Care System:  
www.albuquerque.va.gov   

VA Moving Ahead With Plans to Outsource  
All Compensation and Pension Exams 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is moving ahead with plans 
to outsource nearly all compensation and pension exams in coming 
months--a move it believes will improve service for veterans. 
 
“This is just the evolution of the process,” said Under Secretary for Benefits 
Paul Lawrence in an interview with Military Times last week. “Right now, 
contractors are already doing the bulk of these evaluations. We think the 
value of having contractors available to do these is flexibility and the ability 
to surge.” 
 
The compensation and pension exams are a key part of the process for 
veterans to receive disability benefits. In most cases before payouts begin, 
the VA requires some type of review by a medical expert to confirm a  
veteran’s injuries and the severity of its impact. 
 
Before the coronavirus pandemic, about 25 percent of those exams were 
conducted at VA medical centers or health clinics. When many of those 
were partially shuttered due to virus prevention efforts, the backlog of 
C&P exams swelled to more than 350,000. 

Lawrence said as of the start of November, the Veterans Benefits  
Administration has erased most of that backlog and now sits at  
pre-pandemic service levels. Only about 15 percent of the exams are  
handled by VA health staff now, with the rest outsourced to private-sector 
contractors. 
 
He sees that remaining the norm as the department moves forward. 
 
“The Veterans Health Administration is still dealing with the Covid-19  
pandemic, so the question is what is the best use of those doctors in terms 
of helping veterans?” he said. “That’s the kind of balancing act we’re  
looking at.” 

VA Secretary                     
Robert Wilkie 
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http://www.benefits.va.gov/albuquerque
http://www.benefits.va.gov/albuquerque
https://www.benefits.va.gov/COMPENSATION/docs/claimexam-factsheet.pdf
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/05/15/changes-to-va-benefits-operations-forced-by-coronavirus-could-outlast-the-pandemic/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/05/15/changes-to-va-benefits-operations-forced-by-coronavirus-could-outlast-the-pandemic/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2020/05/29/veterans-disability-exams-to-resume-at-some-sites-as-backlog-hits-114000-nearly-doubling-in-six-months/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2020/05/29/veterans-disability-exams-to-resume-at-some-sites-as-backlog-hits-114000-nearly-doubling-in-six-months/


VA Reaffirms Policy of Allowing  
Health Care Practices Across State Lines 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has reaffirmed its 
current policy allowing VA health care professionals to practice 
across state lines in accordance with the scope and requirements 
of their VA employment, regardless of conflicting state  
requirements. 
 
This regulation allows the VA the flexibility to mobilize and hire 
qualified health care professionals from any state and quickly 
place them in areas of need — which is especially important  
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

The VA maintains and continues to exercise this authority. Reaching beyond the coronavirus pandemic 
and as identified in the  “VA’s Fourth Mission” (https://www.va.gov/health/coronavirus/statesupport.asp), 
the rule confirms the VA’s authority to allow VA health care professionals, who may regularly cross state 
lines, to deliver care at other VA medical centers, as well as specific private hospitals, state veterans 
homes and nursing homes. 
 
“As the nation’s largest integrated health care system, it is critical VA health 
care professionals are able to deliver services in regions other than where 
they may be licensed, registered, certified or limited by a state requirement,” 
said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “Whether we are assisting states dealing 
with natural disasters or even more so now with their pandemic response, the 
VA is working diligently to get the appropriate, qualified staff to those  
communities in need as quickly as possible.” 
 
This regulation confirms VA health care professionals are able to practice 
where they are needed most, regardless of state license, certification,  
registration or other requirement, including professionals supporting  
assignments for  the VA’s “Fourth Mission” or staffing smaller, rural locations, including mobile health 
units. 

 
Since the start of the pandemic, the VA has deployed more 
than 3,000 health care professionals to 47 states and the  
District of Columbia. They have served at civilian facilities, the 
Indian Health Service, state veterans homes, and other VA 
medical facilities affected by COVID-19.  
 
These efforts have helped veterans and their communities by 
rapidly moving staff and equipment to assist various parts of 
the country experiencing serious and critical shortages of 
health care resources. This regulation ensures the VA can 
continue to serve veterans and support national, state and  
local emergency management, public health, safety and 
homeland security efforts. 
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https://www.publichealth.va.gov/docs/n-coronavirus/COVID-19_Response_Plan_07Aug2020_signed_final.pdf
https://www.va.gov/health/coronavirus/statesupport.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/coronavirus/statesupport.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/coronavirus/statesupport.asp


VA & Prostate Cancer Foundation to Launch 
Genetic Nursing Research & Training Program  

The VA has launched a new nursing research and training collaboration 
with the Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF) focused on expanding the 
role of advanced practice registered (APRN) nurses in the genetic  
 services workforce and the delivery of precision oncology patient care.  
 
The expansion includes the creation of the VA’s New Data Nurse of the 
Future program as part of the department’s joint effort with PCF’s        
Precision Oncology Program for Cancer of the Prostate network  
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7473728). 

 
This program leverages genetic data and other sources of “big data” from the electronic health record to 
improve translational prostate cancer care and research. It increases veteran access molecular testing, 
targeted treatments and clinical trials of novel therapeutics. 
  
The VA’s Secretary's Center for Strategic Partnerships facilitated the 
Office of Nursing Services-PCF collaboration which brings together 
multi-disciplinary experts in nursing, clinical genetics and medical  
oncology to launch a curriculum of coursework and clinical research 
training that will culminate in the credentialing of APRN’s who will 
serve veterans in the VA-PCF network of Centers of Excellence and  
affiliated sites.  
 
“As the largest segment of the nation’s health workforce, the New Data 
Nurse of the Future program will be critical in delivering the VA ’s innovative resources to our veterans,” 
said VA secretary Robert Wilkie. “VA nurses are vital to all facets of precision oncology care, including 
educating and counseling veterans about genetic testing, targeted treatments, and opportunities to  
participate in clinical trials. This opportunity will help us expand genetic education and the workforce to 
optimize the clinical services for veterans with prostate cancer.”  
 

By the end of the course, participating VA nurses will be able to  
integrate cancer genetics and oncology knowledge into clinical practice, 
apply practitioner-level proficiency to cancer risk assessment and case 
management, and recommend risk-appropriate options for cancer 
screening and prevention, among other proficiencies.  
 
“Advances in precision medicine have changed the way nurses think 
about cancer. It’s no longer about which organ is affected — rather 
much more important the genetic signatures that are common across 

different cancers,” said Jonathan W. Simons, M.D., president and CEO of PCF. “Empowering nursing 
leadership in precision oncology will help us bring exceptional treatment options to not only our nation ’s 
veterans, but potentially to all cancer patients around the globe.”  
 
Each year, the VA treats an estimated 40,000 prostate cancer patients, of which an estimated 15,000 
have metastatic disease that require genetic consults and services.  
 
To learn more about VA’s national oncology program: https://www.cancer.va.gov/CANCER/pcf.asp 
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https://www.pcf.org/va-partnership/
https://www.cancer.va.gov/CANCER/pcf.asp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7473728/
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